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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the nature of the American military—industrial complex,
understand the determinants of American foreign policy, identify the most
prominent official and unofficial actors in American foreign policy, and clarify the
extent of the influence and power of the military—industrial complex on American
foreign policy. The study relied on the descriptive analytical approach and the
inductive approach. The study reached several conclusions, including that the
American military—industrial complex operates not only as an economic sector, but
also as an influential institution with deep roots in the political system. The
American military—industrial complex is one of the tools used to formulate and
implement American foreign policy, due to its influence on all levels of the
American administration. The influence of the American military—industrial
complex stems from its ability to penetrate most components of the political system
by using lobby organizations, either by establishing them or penetrating existing
lobbies such as the “Zionist lobby.” The American military—industrial complex has
contributed to influencing decision—-makers in the United States of America, and
to formulating and implementing the goals of American foreign policy, by forming
a powerful industrial lobby that can control international and regional conflicts and
influence the outbreak of wars.
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