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Abstract:

The Gulf represents one of the world’s most strategically significant maritime
regions due to its geopolitical location, energy resources and historical role
in regional and international interactions. Beyond its economic and military
importance, the Gulf has become the center of a geo-onomastic dispute
concerning the use of the terms “Arabian Gulf” and “Persian Gulf.” This
study examines the historical transformation of the Gulf’s nomenclature and
analyzes how naming evolved from a geographical description into a political
and symbolic instrument linked to identity, sovereignty, and regional
influence. The research traces the historical names used for the Gulf across
ancient civilizations, Islamic geography, and FEuropean cartography,
highlighting the impact of colonial powers and international institutions in
reinforcing specific terminologies. The study also discusses the Arab and
Iranian perspectives regarding the naming dispute and evaluates the role of
the United Nations and the International Hydrographic Organization in
adopting the term “Persian Gulf” within international records. The study
concludes that the naming issue reflects broader geopolitical and cultural
competition in the region and demonstrates that geographical names can
function as tools of symbolic power and identity construction within
international political discourse.

Keywords: Arabian Gulf, Persian Gulf, Geo-onomastic Identity, Geopolitics, Naming
Dispute.
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